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University Policy:  Policy on Clery Timely Warning 
Notices, Safety Advisories and Emergency Notification 
 
Policy Category: Public Safety 

Subject: Issuing Clery Act Timely Warning Notices and Safety Advisories 

Responsible Executive: Chief Financial Officer, Vice President & Treasurer 

Office Responsible for Review of this Policy:  Office of Finance and Treasurer 

Procedures: The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime 
Statistics Act (Clery Act) 

Related University Policies:  

II. POLICY STATEMENT  
 
The University takes its duty seriously to inform students and campus community members 
of threatening situations and how they can best protect themselves from harm.   

The purpose of this policy is to identify the means by which the American University 
community will be informed abo16 (L)h (y)-3 (4 (bo16 )-1 7)-1 (i)bo16 ategories of criminal activity occurring on 
campus, in or on non-campus buildings or property, or on public property, as defined below, 
when these activities are considered to be an ongoing threat to the campus community. 

III. DEFINITIONS  

Clery Act:  A federal statute that requires all colleges and universities that participate in 
federal financial aid programs to keep and disclose information about crime on and near 
their respective campuses.  The Act requires notification to students and employees 
whenever there is a threat that a serious crime is ongoing or may be repeated.  Compliance is 
monitored by the United States Department of Education, which can impose civil penalties, 
up to $35,000 per violation, against institutions for each infraction and can suspend 
institutions from participating in federal student financial aid programs. 
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On-Campus:  (1) Any building or property owned or controlled by American University 
(AU) 
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• Vandalism 
 
Emergency Notifications:  American University issues Emergency Notifications to 
students and employees upon confirmation of a significant, dangerous situation, incident or 
crime, posing an immediate threat to the 
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The university operates a campus notification system, AU Alert, which will provide 
immediate notification and updates to students, faculty, and staff, with information and 
instructions.  Public Safety will use this system to notify the campus community of the 
nature of the emergency and procedures to follow. 
 
 
Emergency Notifications may be disseminated to campus community members through a 
variety of methods to include: 

• Email 
• In-building alarm systems 
• Text messaging to cell phones 
• Outdoor Speaker Systems 
• Wall-mounted beacons 
• Desktop Alerts 
• University Police website  
• Other methods deemed necessary to disseminate the information 

 
The decision to issue a Clery Timely Warning Notice, Safety Advisory or Emergency 
Notification is made at the sole discretion of the Executive Director of University Police and 
Emergency Management or his/her designee.  This policy is published in American 
University’s Annual Security Report issued and distributed each Fall semester.   

V. EFFECTIVE DATE  AND REVISIONS:  

This Policy is effective as of May 1, 2015.  
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